
 Advance Bulletin
for Sunday, November 22, 2020

Our Vision
We are a community of faith,

connecting our world
to the love of Christ

one person at a time.

Thanksgiving Message

The pastoral team and church staff extend to
everyone in our church family, near and far, a special
greeting at this annual holiday when we offer thanks to
Almighty God for His goodness, love, and blessings
over the past year. We know that 2020 has been a year
of challenges like no other, as we dealt with the
unexpected circumstances brought by the coronavirus
pandemic. Yet, God has indeed blessed us in a myriad
ways, and we would be remiss if we failed to recognize
and praise our Lord. We join the psalmist in saying,
“Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within

me, bless his holy name” (Psalm 103:1, KVJ). May you enjoy this week with your family and loved
ones, basking in the warm presence of the Lord.

Miracles Happen When We Bless Others

Nancy Gibbs, writer and pastor’s spouse from
Kathleen, Georgia, wrote about a memorable
Thanksgiving, that almost wasn’t. With everyone
from her family coming to her home for lunch, she
had made a list, saved, and clipped coupons for
days to have enough to feed their clan. The day



before the big meal, husband, Roy, interrupted her
rush to begin shopping.

"Nancy, there's a family with six kids who I just
found out will have nothing to eat for Thanksgiving.
The littlest one is only five-years-old. While you're at
the grocery, could you possibly buy for them also?"

Her head began spinning, realizing the small amount
of money she had with so much to buy. “There's no
way possible,” she sighed, already feeling defeated
as she turned the car to the store parking lot. She
began to pray, then she noticed a sign in the grocer’s window: Turkeys 29c lb. "This is the place, Lord"
she whispered, grabbing her box of coupons, two carts, and heading to the frozen foods. Seeing the on-
sale birds, she discovered a big problem: limit one. “But I need two," she lamented, then decided to find
the manager. After she explained the problem, he made an exception—provision one! Tossing a turkey in
each buggy, she began a shopping fury, amazed at how many buy-one-get-one-free items were featured
that day. The coupons she had made the prices even less—provision two! Holding her breath while the
cashier rang up her total, she had enough money for both her family and the other in need, and for an
extra package of cookies for the 5-year old—provision three! She and her husband made a special
delivery later to a child-filled home, with helping hands, grateful hearts, and unforgettable smiles.

Once another young boy had only a few loaves and fishes, but Jesus multiplied them and fed five
thousand people, with food left over. When we use what God has given us to bless others, and trust Him
with the outcome, great things happen. Step out on faith this holiday season so that God can step in and
do His work through you. Miracles become realities when we do!

—Lead Pastor Bruce Oldham

Church Hours for Thanksgiving

Please note the church office hours for Thanksgiving week:

Wednesday, November 25, at noon
Thursday, November 26, closed all day
Friday, November 27, closed all day

All activities on Wednesday evening, November 25, are cancelled, except for
Mighty and Maturing small group that meets at 5:45 p.m.

We hope to see you on November 29, the first Sunday of Advent. NOTE:
Sunday school classes are cancelled for this day.

Sermon Series "Kingdom Culture" Ends This Week

0n Sunday, we complete our Celebration Worship preaching
series on the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), Jesus’
“inaugural address” for the Kingdom of God and its “Kingdom
Culture.” Pastor Bruce will focus on Matthew 7:13-27 and
“Two Gates, Two Prophets, Two Disciples, Two Builders."



Advent Sermon Series "Let Earth Receive Her King"
 Begins Next Week

Next Sunday, November 29, the Advent season and our
theme of “Let Earth Receive Her King” begins. Pastor Bruce will
preach from Isaiah 63:7-10 and 64:1-9 on “Prisoners of Hope,”
as we light the Hope candle to move into this holy time of
anticipation for the coming of Christ.

 The devotional book that will guide our daily scripture and
prayer during this season is available at the Coffee Connection
in the lobby or in the church office for $10.

Christmas Love Offering
for Pastoral Team and Church Staff

The church board invites and encourages our
congregation to join us in participating in a
Christmas love offering for our pastoral team and
church staff for Christmas. Please mark your gifts
"Christmas love offering." Let's show our pastors
and church employees how much we love and
appreciate them for their ministry to and among
us. If possible, please respond to this invitation by
December 6.
 —Your Church Board

"Hanging of the Greens"
Sunday, November 29, 4:00 p.m.

Many hands and willing hearts are needed on the
first Sunday of Advent, November 29, as we prepare
our worship center and sanctuary for the Christmas
season. Please join us at 4:00 p.m. as we "hang the
greens" and decorate our church for this beautiful
time of remembering why Jesus Christ came to earth.

Christmas Poinsettias for Sanctuary



You are invited to donate a poinsettia for the worship center
sanctuary in memory of or in honor of someone. The cost is $10
for each poinsettia. Write "poinsettia" and the name of the person
in the memo section of your check or on the envelope. Or you may
contact the church office with the name of the person being
remembered/honored no later than December 6.

We Heard and We Acted
The church board considered these issues in a meeting on
Sunday afternoon, November 15. Here are the decisions made
after input from the congregation and based on our discussion.
Thanks to everyone who took time to share your opinions with
the board and pastoral staff.

No Change in Sunday School Time
The board voted NOT to make any changes in the time for Sunday school classes. We will continue to
meet at 9:00 a.m. for Sunday school and worship will begin at 10:30 p.m. Please take advantage of the 30
minutes between Sunday school and worship to fellowship while observing safety measures.

Social/Physical Distancing in the Sanctuary
 The tape on the pews has been removed; however, the church board still encourages everyone to
observe the recommended guidelines for all church services and activities:

wearing masks upon entering and exiting the worship center,
practicing social/physical distancing in choosing a seat in the sanctuary,
avoiding handshakes and other physical contact,
using hand sanitizer frequently.

In light of the increased numbers of COVID-19 cases in our state and country, the pastoral staff will
develop a contingency plan in case the pandemic requires that we return to live-streaming of our
worship services. For now, there is no change in our worship.

NOTE: As an additional safety measure, the board voted not to have Sunday school after the two
holidays, Thanksgiving and Christmas. Therefore, please come for worship only on Sundays, November
29 and December 27.

Church Kitchen
Though decisions have not been made at this point, the buildings and grounds committee of the board
will continue to discuss needed improvements to the church kitchen, including renovation, new
equipment, and policy and procedure changes to better accommodate the needs of the church related to
meal functions.

Mighty & Maturing Christmas Study
Small Group Meeting on Wednesday Evenings



You are invited to join Mighty & Maturing small group for a unique, three-
week Christmas experience in December, facilitated by Pastor Bill Vinson
and Louise Woods.

Study: "The Purpose of Christmas" by Pastor Rick Warren is a
video-based study.
Time: 5:30 p.m. for a time of fellowship and food before the study at
6:00 p.m.
Location: Upper Room Classroom
December 2, Session One: "A Time of Celebration" (pizza for $1 per
slice)
December 9, Session Two: "A Time for Salvation" (sandwiches and
cookies)
December 16, Session Three: "A Time for Reconciliation" (potluck)

Registration: Please register at the Sign-up Station in the worship center lobby, or call the church office.

"The Purpose of Christmas" book is our gift to participants. Books are available on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Note: If you choose not to participate in the fellowship and food time, please feel free to join us for the
study.

Children's Ministry

Sunday Schedule:

 9:00 a.m. Go Fish Kids’ Church (grades 1-5)
10:30 a.m. Family Worship in the sanctuary

 
Join Mrs. Amanda and Miss Makayla on Sunday mornings at 9:00
a.m. Extra cleaning and distancing measures, as well as face

coverings and temperature checks are being implemented to keep everyone safe.
 
Please contact Pastor Scott or Kristen Oldham or Amanda Burnette to learn where you can serve in
any of our age-level ministries.

Sunday Discipleship Groups

Sunday school classes are key in fulfilling our core value on
"Growth thus we Cultivate." These small group discipleship
studies are designed ON PURPOSE to help you cultivate your
faith.

Here are the current opportunities for adults and youth each
Sunday at 9:00 a.m.

NOTE: Sunday school classes are cancelled on Sunday, November 29.

Upper Room Class (led by Bill Vinson and Chris Townsley): current classroom on east side of
church lobby
Joy Class (led by Carl Barrett, Eunice Rockwell, Bill Thorp): Newell Chapel, south lobby



Kingdom Seekers (led by Bruce Oldham and Charles Davis, online): former choir room behind the
sanctuary
Youth: (teens, sixth grade and up): Upstairs in the Education Building

New Adult Class Being Planned: Watch for details for a new class starting in 2021 geared for
growth during the "middle adult" years.

Online Sunday School Option
Charles Davis provides a weekly adult Sunday school lesson online for
those who cannot attend in person. It can be viewed anytime during
the week at your convenience. Access it on YouTube at the link below. Go
to YouTube and search for "Charles Davis Sunday School." The lesson
for this week, another one in a study of the Ten Commandments, is "Be
Content."

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e-Kt-11tjXQ&feature=youtu.be

Weekday Discipleship Groups

The only church activities on Wednesday evening are Mighty & Maturing small group (see following
announcement) and HIS Mission dinner and Bible study. All other activities are cancelled for the
Thanksgiving holiday. Watch for the activities that will resume in next week's Advance Bulletin.

Mighty & Maturing
Date/Time: Wednesday, 5:45 to 7:00 p.m.
Location: Upper Room Sunday school class (off church lobby)
Facilitator: Louise Woods
Topic: "Developing a Faith That Works: Lessons from James."

As You Are––Saturday Mornings (Women)
Group meets by Zoom technology.
Time: 8:00 a.m. (the room opens at 7:45 a.m.)
Topic: The Acts of the Apostles (Book of Acts)

For information or about the Saturday after Thanksgiving, please
contact Amy at amycassick@gmail.com. Phone 863-512-2482 (cell).

Special Message!
No Sunday school classes on November 28 and December 27.

HIS Mission Holiday Celebration
25th Annual Event, Saturday, December 12

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e-Kt-11tjXQ&feature=youtu.be
mailto:amycassick@gmail.com


Backpacks of Hope
This year for HIS Mission's annual Holiday Celebration,
Pastor Tom is planning a "Backpacks of Hope" project instead
of the traditional gift-giving of past years. NOTE: Pastor Tom
already has the backpacks, and the Winter Haven Naz family is
invited to purchase the items to fill the backpacks to be distributed to people in HIS Mission. The
goal is 125 "Backpacks of Hope" in honor of the 25th year of this Holiday Celebration.

Items needed are bug spray, rain poncho or small umbrella, socks, razors, body wash, shampoo,
toothbrush/toothpaste, deodorant, wash cloth, small towel, etc. Also, jackets and blankets (new or
used) will be distributed at the Holiday Celebration. Bring the items to the south lobby of the
worship center or the church office no later than December 6. If you prefer to give a donation of
money, please mark it "Backpacks of Hope." Thank you for your support of HIS Mission and those
who are "the least of these."

Let's help Pastor Tom reach his goal: 125 "Backpacks of Hope."

 

 GOOD NEWS!
WHNaz Family Near and Far

 

JESUS Film Harvest Partners
Millions of Reasons to Give Thanks

Our church partners with JESUS Film Harvest Partners
(JFHP), a Nazarene organization that presents the Gospel
throughout the world with the evangelism tool known as the
JESUS Film. And in this season of Thanksgiving, the statistics
from this dynamic ministry provide us millions of reasons to
give thanks. As you reflect on these facts, praise the Lord.

Through our gifts to JFHP, we have helped to fund . . .

847 JESUS Film teams, working in
57 countries, using
290 translations

The results from this ministry since the Church of the Nazarene became involved in 1997:

86,000,000-plus (million) evangelistic contacts
17,000,000-plus (million) decisions for Christ
8,000,000-plus (million) discipleship follow-ups
97,000-plus (thousand) preaching points or "baby churches"

Announcements



Blessings Bunch

This group will meet on Wednesday, December 12, at 10:00 a.m.
in the church office. They will prepare Christmas gift bags to be
distributed to our shut-ins and anyone who needs encouragement.
Here is a list of items needed: individually packaged nuts, rolls of
Life Savers, miniature Hershey’s chocolate bars, Hershey’s kisses,
small spools of red ribbon, and small (not miniature clothespins,
craft-size). Bring to the church office or place in the “Blessing Box”
in the church lobby.

Visit the Connection Cafe
Stop by the Connection Cafe on Sunday morning for a cup of
coffee before Sunday school and church. One of our friendly
hostesses will be glad to serve you. It is located in the southeast
area of the church lobby. The hours are from 8:45 to 10:30 a.m.
Make a connection with a friend or someone new.

Ongoing Online Worship
If you cannot attend in person, please connect with us online.

As we meet for worship services again, we would love to
have you attend. However, if you cannot be with us in person,
please connect online with us every Sunday morning as we
"Worship through the Word."

"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward
love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another"
(Hebrews 10:24-25, NIV).

1) Go to our website www.whnaz.net/ to watch live or to access past services. NOTE: We are changing
the streaming service on our website to BoxCast. Please excuse any maintenance as we transition. Look
for our channel on the BoxCast app on Roku and Apple TV.

2) On YouTube, go to www.youtube.com/channel/UC7zm7jWp_yjCVka8hotHbig to watch any service AD
FREE, with or without an account. If you have an account, please click to "Subscribe" button. (Note: We
are almost to 100 subscribers.)

3) On Facebook, go to www.facebook.com/pg/WinterHavenNaz/videos for live or most recent services.
Log in and "Like" our site, and our news and worship services will come up on your personal news feed.

Let's connect together!

—Pastor Bruce

3 Ways to Give to Your Church

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001el0Fk3HBVP69e4Bz96mRITwc53tomwpMIAvuMxHv9rpNOzuq5JbFTun8UPrxanYqNBmddVXW4MoECEXOD9ywYJlvFwdBlulHiifoZauvewVQlO14er1O2t4L32g-ux-r2W5dEXSYmYLPHTs0seAQEg==&c=DQW8zMrQQ_Tvlwn6r9HB5s0TyBrmenJ4F_x3747vYUDZD9BRSYIUSw==&ch=mZ0uabTLCGcheWGE8FWZazK8s9jhK5dnPG5JhqdHa1C8RgYTwrQ59A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001el0Fk3HBVP69e4Bz96mRITwc53tomwpMIAvuMxHv9rpNOzuq5JbFTun8UPrxanYqQ6DDup19xMiOJ6a4ybK9psCu5-QP-ghj-CLWxug6nA5XutWQSSCER87WsONuqc2Q8FxAfSN8qVjJTiOvE6JFYnOtkP0phvNv_pCU-B6LVMQ5SOoBI2Xlj6YsTcSaO2Cx&c=DQW8zMrQQ_Tvlwn6r9HB5s0TyBrmenJ4F_x3747vYUDZD9BRSYIUSw==&ch=mZ0uabTLCGcheWGE8FWZazK8s9jhK5dnPG5JhqdHa1C8RgYTwrQ59A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001el0Fk3HBVP69e4Bz96mRITwc53tomwpMIAvuMxHv9rpNOzuq5JbFTun8UPrxanYqz29GLme5OgKGfdWjvOxtbWxub68ux1PHFvTUg1HDZqdPNoRXFhT4Ylswn7tTveh6Vere8qBf_TRoxX6_SdKOpZsRfS0eeb_a-71C9G1QQ8A=&c=DQW8zMrQQ_Tvlwn6r9HB5s0TyBrmenJ4F_x3747vYUDZD9BRSYIUSw==&ch=mZ0uabTLCGcheWGE8FWZazK8s9jhK5dnPG5JhqdHa1C8RgYTwrQ59A==


At Church
At Sunday worship, place your offering in
plates on tables at the back of the
sanctuary by each entrance.

Bring your offering to the Church office,
244 Avenue D SW, Winter Haven. Hours
Open M-F, 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
NOTE: If you come to the office and it is
closed, put your offering in the secure
mailbox by the front door.

Online
Go to https://www.whnaz.net/
Click Online Giving in top right corner.
Call (863) 293-0690 if you need assistance. We are happy to help.

Regular Mail
Mail to 244 Avenue D SW, Winter Haven, FL 33880.

Naz Thrift Shop Community Yard Sale
This Saturday, November 14

Thrift Shop"Specials"
Jan Smith, manager of the Naz Thrift Shop, invites you to
stop by the store, browse around, and shop to your heart's
content.

Blue Dot Special for November: Take one-half off on all
items with a blue dot on the designated table as long as
blue-dot items are still available.

Special for November: BOGO on all clothes

Thanksgiving Hours: Closed Thanksgiving day.
Open both Friday and Saturday, November 27-28 from
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m

Caribbean Fund-Raiser

One of our members, Judy Lucas, has made several trips to the Caribbean
islands on missions trips for the purpose of teaching children's quizzing and
children's ministry. Wes Eby has written a children's missions book about her
missions work entitled Adventures of the Jamaican Quiz Kids, published by
Nazarene Publishing House and part of the Kidz Passport to Missions
curriculum for 2020-2021.

Judy has several books that she is willing to share with her church family for a
donation of any size. All the money will go to a fund that will help her in making
her next missions trip. You will be able to pick up a book and give a donation

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001el0Fk3HBVP69e4Bz96mRITwc53tomwpMIAvuMxHv9rpNOzuq5JbFTtmu1Nx8kgsJaLa12ReHmI1gacXcQsWixG2Z5ejVgR9MC_lLBurUxf2MLYj-scJyyQQZZk2SuqvhPEzoTpYXF7k=&c=DQW8zMrQQ_Tvlwn6r9HB5s0TyBrmenJ4F_x3747vYUDZD9BRSYIUSw==&ch=mZ0uabTLCGcheWGE8FWZazK8s9jhK5dnPG5JhqdHa1C8RgYTwrQ59A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001el0Fk3HBVP69e4Bz96mRITwc53tomwpMIAvuMxHv9rpNOzuq5JbFTun8UPrxanYqNBmddVXW4MoECEXOD9ywYJlvFwdBlulHiifoZauvewVQlO14er1O2t4L32g-ux-r2W5dEXSYmYLPHTs0seAQEg==&c=DQW8zMrQQ_Tvlwn6r9HB5s0TyBrmenJ4F_x3747vYUDZD9BRSYIUSw==&ch=mZ0uabTLCGcheWGE8FWZazK8s9jhK5dnPG5JhqdHa1C8RgYTwrQ59A==


on Sunday at her display in the lobby of the worship center. Checks should be
made payable to our church; write Caribbean Trip in the memo line.

If you request, Judy as well as the author will be pleased to sign your copy.
 

Reminder!
No Sunday school classes on November 28 and December 27.

Looking Ahead

Sunday, November 22, 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday, November 25
Thursday/Friday, November 26-27
Sunday, November 29
Sunday, November 29, 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 5
Saturday, December 12
Thursday, December 24
Saturday-Sunday, January 30-31, 2021 

NMI Council Meeting, Upper Room Classroom
Church office closes at noon for Thanksgiving
Church office closed for Thanksgiving
First Sunday of Advent
Hanging of the Greens, Sanctuary
Cookies and Carols
HIS Mission Holiday Celebration, gym
Christmas Eve Communion
Faith Promise (missions) weekend

Our Stewardship
 

at Winter Haven First

2020-2021 Giving Report for November 15
Tithes and Offerings Received

Faith Promise Giving

Designated Giving

Tithes and Offerings Received Year-to-Date

2020-2021 Tithes and Offerings Budget Year-to-Date

$7,304

$576

$925

$403,611

$447,047

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001el0Fk3HBVP69e4Bz96mRITwc53tomwpMIAvuMxHv9rpNOzuq5JbFTtmu1Nx8kgsJaLa12ReHmI1gacXcQsWixG2Z5ejVgR9MC_lLBurUxf2MLYj-scJyyQQZZk2SuqvhPEzoTpYXF7k=&c=DQW8zMrQQ_Tvlwn6r9HB5s0TyBrmenJ4F_x3747vYUDZD9BRSYIUSw==&ch=mZ0uabTLCGcheWGE8FWZazK8s9jhK5dnPG5JhqdHa1C8RgYTwrQ59A==


Note: The 2020-2021 church operating budget is based on last year's tithes and offerings.

 
Church Family

 
Prayer Requests

Health Concerns
Bill Thorp (chemo treatments)
Ron and Jan Ritter (Indiana; COVID-19)
Barbara Graham
Virginia Reading
JoAnne Bear
Ed Yeager
Floyd and Faith Winchester
Patsy Rayburn

Shut-Ins
Ardella Beam
Gene Bushey
George and Blanche Gressett
June Hatton
Richard and Judy Holland
Annie M. Jones
Mike Osborn
Betty Maxwell

Medical Personnel
Our church family and extended family who
are medical personnel working during this
pandemic.

Extended Family
Sam (Houseknecht's grandson, rattlesnake
bite)
Chris Seaman (Carol Thorp's nephew, back
injury)
Bill Hotchkiss (former member; recovering
from heart attack)
Jackie Carter (former member)
Billie Rayburn (Lori Lighty's mom)
Angie (Jeff Junkins's mother-in-law)
Shirley Siegel (E. Rockwell's sister)

Assisted Living/Nursing
Homes

 Barbara Hannan (Spring Haven
Retirement)
Evelyn McTeer (Spring Haven Retirement)
Kathy Lyons (Palm Garden of WH)
David Hannan (WH Health and Rehab)

Prodigals
Please remember the people represented by
the names and/or initials on the "Prodigal
Board" in the prayer chapel.

Pray for Missionaries
 

and
 



Missions Needs

Cabo Verde (Cape Verde): Missions Country of the Month

Pray for the thousands of migrant Cabo Verdeans who are
living in other world areas. It is reported that the number of
Cabo Verdeans outside of the country is larger than the
population of this island nation. The largest group of migrants
is located in New England in the USA. Pray that these people
will also be reached with the Gospel and become vibrant, bold
witnesses for the Lord.

 Photo: Cabo Verdeans (Cape Verdeans) in Massachusetts
celebrating their nation and ancestry.

Central America

Pray for the victims of two recent hurricanes, Eta and Iota,
that have made direct hits on Nicaragua and other adjoining
countries. While the extent of the destruction is unknown at
this time, heavy rains have caused great flooding and
landslides. Several Nazarene churches have been damaged
and/or flooded. Pray for Nazarene Compassionate Ministries
as they begin to assess the needs and bring relief to the
suffering in Jesus' name.

Photo: Flooded Nazarene church in Nicaragua.

Cambodia

Praise the Lord that even in the midst of the global virus
pandemic, the church marches on in Cambodia. In mid-October,
the pastors met at various locations and baptized almost 100
new believers. Continue to pray for the pastors as they often
travel to remote areas, sometimes three days one-way, to preach
the Gospel, to welcome new Christ-followers into the Kingdom,
and to disciple and encourage the Christians.

Photo: One of the recent baptism ceremonies in Cambodia.



Bereavement

Pray for the family and friends of retired missionary Larry J. Webb, who
passed away last week. Larry and his first wife, Jean, served as
missionaries in Barbados and Bolivia for many years until an accident
forced them to return to the States. After Jean passed away, Larry married
Judy Slater, a long-time missionary in Africa. They went to Bolivia as
missionaries for several years. After retiring, Larry has led 38 “Maverick”
Work & Witness teams to South America, primarily Bolivia. Our church has
supported these “Mavericks” by sponsoring locals to serve as our proxies
on four different teams.

A Bit of Wit
A weekly joke, cartoon, story, or thought

to elicit a chuckle or two, engender an inspiring moment,
 or provide a pithy point to ponder

   It's Almost Here!
by Dennis Brown*

Well, it’s almost here. Another Thanksgiving
Day.
Question: What does nobody eat on
Thanksgiving?
The answer: Breakfast.

Thanksgiving Day has certainly become an
occasion for a family to come together. Aunt
Millie brings the dreaded dressing. Cousin Carol,
the kidney bean casserole. Sister Sue, the sweet
potato casserole. Everybody else brings deserts,
except Pamela who after last year’s contribution was asked to bring paper plates. Of course, the turkey
and the ham are in Grandma’s oven.

And we hope the conversations stay civil, but each year when the oatmeal or chocolate chip cookies are
set out, half of the clan breaks into a brawl with the other half, because this was the year we were
supposed to have the other kind.

Erma Bombeck once declared that she came from a family where gravy was considered a beverage, so I
imagine that their family battles were about who took too much gravy, leaving the rest of the family to eat
plain bare mashed potatoes.

With all the secular tags that now are pinned on Thanksgiving Day, we hear a lot about being thankful or
having a thankful mindset in general. William Jennings Bryan, the famed orator and politician in the early
1900s is quoted as saying, “On Thanksgiving Day we acknowledge our dependence.” And as far as that
goes, it is unquestionably true, but the real issue is about where and in whom our dependency rests. So,
let’s be deliberate about our thankfulness.

While it is natural and right to be thankful for all the things
we have, for all the friends and family around us, for jobs
and income streams, for homes, vacations, and a host of
comforts, our hearts as children of the Most High God
must never fail to see all of life – all the time, in “good”
times and “not-so-good” times – as filled with the
blessing of God’s presence. Jesus so aligned His heart
and mind with the heart of the Father that as He walked
along the dusty paths of His earthly life, His relationship



with the Father filled and sustained Him. The pulse of the
Father’s heart was reflected in every word and act. And,
for us, “as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, walk
in Him” (Colossians 2:6). . . .

Our walk of thankfulness is to be our mindset every
moment of every day. As we live in Christ and He in us,
we awaken each day to an awareness of our relationship
with Him, and even on those days when we may not feel
so “blessed” in a natural way, that intimacy within
enables us to respond to the impulse of His love. On our
special day of giving thanks, may our hearts be anchored
in the wonder and awe of the “otherness” of God who
pursues us, woos us, daily drawing us into a relationship

of divine intimacy that covers and sustains us.

A symphony of thankfulness flows from a heart
that is tuned to the heart of God.

*Author: Rev. Dennis Brown, Grove City, Ohio, who writes a bimonthly, online prayer article for the Grove
City Church of the Nazarene. He and the editor of the Advance Bulletin are long-time friends.
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