
Advance Bulletin
for Sunday, April 24, 2022

Our Vision

We are a community of faith,
connecting our world
to the love of Christ

one person at a time.

Easter Season Series:
“Light and Life—Reflecting Our Risen Lord!”



Mary Magdalene’s news that “I have seen the
Lord!” changed the disciples’ devastation to joy
(John 20:18-21). Their fear turned to peace; the
assurance that Jesus had promised them at the
last supper (14:27) would be the confidence that
sent them out to change the world. The life that
brings light to the world was in Him, and now He
would shine through all those who receive Him
(John 1). The Easter season moves us from the
Resurrection to the coming of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost. Over the next six Sundays, we’ll look
into six passages in John’s gospel that reveal what
it means to reflect the “light and life” of Jesus,

beginning with John 20:19-31. Join Pastor Bruce as we go behind “locked doors” and find the
power of His peace at work.

Easter Worship Celebration

Easter celebration with our Centro de Adoracion
family is just a foretaste of heaven when we—every
nation, culture, and tongue—will praise the Lord
together for all eternity. The main difference is that
all will speak the same language and language
barriers will no longer exist.
.....The combined music teams [photo below] led us
in uplifting songs of praise. Pastor Bruce Oldham
[photo right] proclaimed a powerful message of the
resurrection, focusing on the essential necessity of
our witness to the risen Lord in our own lives. Pastor
Manuel Lopez did a masterful job of interpreting the
message in the heart language of his congregation. The service concluded in sharing in the
sacrament of Communion, not only symbolic of Christ’s death, resurrection, and coming again, but
our unity as believers here and now.

.....Pastor Bruce provided this assessment.
“The flow of the service went so well and
there are so many to be commended—
Pastor Scott and Carlos for the music; Carol
Thorp for the bilingual slides; Pastor Lopez
for his energy, super translation, and
excellent leadership of the Spanish-
speaking church; those who put the



continental breakfast together that started
us off with great fellowship between the
two churches; Pastor Bill who as always
helped tie the many supporting tasks
together; and, most of all, the Holy Spirit
who filled the room with His unifying
presence.”

Easter Community Event Report

About 50 people attended the Easter
Community Event last Saturday, April
16, sponsored by the Outreach
Committee, chaired by Louise Woods.
Of the many children who came, 37
filled out registration forms.
 
[Photo: Having fun chasing bubbles.]

.....Louise and the committee would like to thank everyone
who supported this event with your prayers, your monetary
gifts, and your participation. This is the kind of event that
the church should plan and conduct on a regular basis.
 
[Photo: The smiles of J.J. Foley and Alayna Greiner say it all:
this was a fun event!]

 Florida District Advance



Lakeland’s Highland Park Church is the site of the annual Florida
District Advance this weekend, April 22-23. Advance is a time of
celebration, reporting, and inspiration for our district, and will include
delegates and visitors from our church.
.....Guest speakers include General Superintendent Eugenio Duarte
[photo], Brad Briscoe, director of bi-vocational church planting for the
North American Mission Board, Keri Ladouceur, who coaches church
leaders in vision-casting and team-building, and Dr. Kathy Mowry, TNU
professor of intercultural studies who served in urban ministry in Los
Angeles and missionary service in countries of the former Soviet Union.
Those who wish to attend without serving as delegates are encouraged
to be there.

 
Go to this link to get information about the District Advance, including the schedule:
https://www.floridanaz.com/2022-florida-district-advance

Future Giving Opportunities

Our mortgage is paid, yet needs for future growth and
renovation of ministries and the property that serves
them achieved by designated gifts remain. Regular
tithes/offerings have been negatively impacted by the
pandemic, though giving toward operational needs
(ongoing ministry, staffing and resources, facilities
maintenance/repair, etc.) is needed more than ever.
Please continue to pray about what part you could play
in moving forward into God’s Vision for your church.
.....See Pastor Bruce or Pastor Bill for ways you may be
able to invest in the future of WHNaz.

Blessings Bunch

Join the Blessings Bunch as they prepare “sunshine bags” for the
homebound, ill, and those who need a bit of encouragement. They will
meet on Thursday, May 12, in the worship center lobby near the office.

https://www.floridanaz.com/2022-florida-district-advance


They appreciate donations of individually wrapped candy and nuts and
other small items that bring cheer.

Work & Witness Trip to the Caribbean

A dozen or so people from our church are headed to
the Dominican Republic this summer from July 26 to
August 3. God is helping us to finally fulfill this long-
anticipated trip after delays caused by the pandemic. If
you are willing to help sponsor someone’s travel costs,
please talk with Pastor Bill. For those who go, it will be
a trip of a life-time, filled with indelible memories and a
new understanding and appreciation of God’s mission to
redeem the world.

Prime Time Lunch, April 28

Enjoy a meal of pizza, salad, dessert, and beverage for $5 and
compete with your friends in a great guessing game of fact or fiction.
“Prizes will be better than last month's broccoli stalks,” Jan
promises. Sign up today at a kiosk in the church lobby and invite
a friend to come with you!



Upward Sports

Games have started, and much excitement is happening in our
gym each Saturday. Parents, other relatives, and friends are
enthusiastic about the friendly competition as their
children/youth are learning to play the sport as well as
sportsmanship.
.....Our congregation is invited and encouraged to attend and
support our young people and meet some of the parents and
guests—even if you don’t know the players. Please come and
extend a warm welcome to those who are attending as a

spectator or in the refreshment stand. This is one way God can use you to minister in His name
through the gift of hospitality.
.....For questions or more information, contact Amanda Burnette at 863-595-7155 or at
mandy38@icloud.com.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study

Everyone is cordially invited to participate in this small group.
With this current study, we are experiencing solid teaching and
some in-depth, insightful discussion.

Topic: “Wide Angle: Framing Your Worldview,” a video-based
study by Rick Warren and Chuck Colson. They explore such
issues as truth, tolerance, terrorism, reconciliation, and the
purpose of life.
Date: Each Wednesday.
Location/Time: Newell Chapel at 5:45 p.m.
Fellowship: First 15 minutes. Study begins at 6:00 p.m.
Facilitators: Pastor Bill Vinson and Louise Woods.

mailto:mandy38@icloud.com


Classes for all ages available

Adults

Kingdom Seekers (behind sanctuary platform) 9 a.m.
Cornerstone (Newell Chapel) 9 a.m.
Grass Roots (Kircher Conference Room) 9:15 a.m.

 
Youth and Children

Youth (upstairs in Discipleship Center) 9:00 a.m.
Children (children's classroom beside offices) 10:30 a.m.

Spark

Spark, ladies' small group, meets each Tuesday at
9:30 a.m. in the Hermon Conference Room in the
Kirby Family Life Center. The current Bible study is
a video series titled “Follow” by Andy Stanley. You
are encouraged to invite others to come with you
for a time of refreshments, fellowship, testimonies,
and prayer.

Off-Campus Small Groups

Two off-campus (not at the church) small-
group Bible studies are available during the



week.
 
Women’s Bible Study: Meets each Tuesday
afternoon at 1:00 p.m. at the home of the
facilitator, Louise Woods, at 614 Crystal’s
Blvd., Winter Haven. Their current topic is
“Time to Dream,” a video-based Bible study
on learning how to dream God-sized dreams
and make the most of God-given
opportunities.
 
Men’s Bible Study: Meets each Thursday morning at 8:00 a.m. at 5494 E. Lake Fox Dr., Winter
Haven. Facilitated by Gary Roth, the men have a thorough study and discussion of books of the
Bible. At the present time they are in the Book of Genesis.

https://www.google.com/maps/search/614+Crystal%E2%80%99s+Blvd.,+Winter+Haven?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/5494+E.+Lake+Fox+Dr.,+Winter+Haven?entry=gmail&source=g

