Advance Bulletin
for Sunday, April 3, 2022
Our Vision
We are a community of faith,
connecting our world
to the love of Christ
one person at a time.

Lenten Sermon Series:
“Observing Our Journey to the Cross”

Our preaching series for the Lenten season, Observing the

Journey to the Cross, returns on Sunday, April 3, with a beautiful
story of a gracious and generous act by Mary, sister of Martha
and Lazarus, found in John 12:1-8. Washing feet in the culture
of Jesus and His disciples was a common act of service to
honored guests. Yet few examples are more poignant than
Mary’s actions; the house was filled with the fragrance of the
perfume. Jesus consistently used these everyday practices to
contrast His ways and the ways of this world. What does
sacrificial giving “smell” like? What “scent” accompanies true
Kingdom servanthood? Pastor Bill will lead us as we seek to
observe and apply the principles in this provocative passage.

91st Anniversary and Celebration, March 27:
Office Open House and Luncheon

God’s awesome presence crowned our 91st

Anniversary Celebration on March 27. This
day was the culmination of months of
planning, preparation, and prayer following
the sale of our church property between
Avenues D and E.
.....During the Celebration Worship service,
the mayor of Winter Haven, Brad Dantzler,
extended greetings from the city. Former
pastors, Rev. Charles Kirby and Rev. Don
Smith, participated. Brooksie Smith provided
special music, and the Florida District Superintendent, Dale Schaeffer delivered God’s message to
the congregation that included other guests and former members. The service concluded with the
“shredding” of the mortgage on the church facilities. [Photo: Pastor Bruce shredding the final page
of the mortgage.]
.....The celebration climaxed with a delicious catered meal in the Kirby Family Life Center.

Kudos to “All” Who Helped with the
Office Move and Celebration Sunday

Words are simply inadequate to express profound thanks

to everyone who has worked diligently to finish the
remodeling/refurbishing of the worship center, the moving
of the offices, and planning Celebration Sunday. While it is
difficult to list the numerous people involved, special
commendation goes to the pastoral team and church staff
for their going above-and-beyond work, Chris Townsley as
chair of Building and Grounds Committee and all who
helped him, and Carol Hatton and her “crew” for the
planning and dinner on Celebration Sunday. I trust all of
you know how much you are appreciated for your selfless service for our Savior as part of His body
we call Winter Haven Naz. Our Lord has taken note and says, “Well done, My children, well done!”
—Wes Eby, editor

Florida District Advance
Florida District Advance on Friday and Saturday,

April 22 and 23, is a time of celebration,
reporting, and inspiration for our district, and
includes delegates and visitors from our church.
We will vote to approve our delegates during a
brief church meeting prior to Celebration Worship
in the worship center sanctuary.
.....Guest speakers include General
Superintendent Eugenio Duarte; Brad Briscoe,
director of bi-vocational church planting for the
North American Mission Board; Keri Ladouceur, who coaches church leaders in vision-casting and
team-building; and Dr. Kathy Mowry, TNU professor of intercultural studies who served in urban
ministry in Los Angeles and missionary service in countries of the former Soviet Union. Those who
wish to attend without serving as delegates are encouraged to be there; contact the church office
for more information.

An Easter to Remember on April 17

“For God so loved the world that He

gave His only Son!” On Sunday, April 17,
our friends and fellow-believers who
worship in Spanish each Sunday
afternoon in our sanctuary, will join
English-speakers in Celebration Worship
for a combined celebration of the
Resurrection of Jesus.
.....The morning will begin at 9:30 to
include our traditional Easter morning
continental breakfast and an Easter egg
hunt for the kids with family photos.
.....Then at 10:30 we’ll experience bilingual worship in song and a translated message with Pastor
Bruce Oldham and Pastor Manuel Lopez, teaming together so that all will understand! It will be a
glorious morning that lives out our commitment to every nation and every tongue. Come share our
commitment to unity and love on Easter Sunday—and Dios le bendiga!

Items Needed for Easter Egg Hunt
Items needed for the Easter Egg Hunt on Sunday, April 17, at
9:00 a.m. are lots of plastic eggs and small, individuallywrapped candy. Please bring to the church lobby and place in
the container by April 10, Palm Sunday. Thanks so much for
your help.

Blessings Bunch
Blessings Bunch will meet on Wednesday, April 6, at 10:00

a.m. The location is the worship center foyer near the church office.
Please donate items that are appropriate for Easter, such as
individually-wrapped candy and nuts. Everyone is invited to
participate and bless others who need a bit of cheer.

Community Easter Event
Date/Time: Saturday, April 16; 3:00-6:00 p.m.
Location: Discipleship Center on east side (Gym, in case of rain)
Activities:
Egg Hunt (4:00 p.m.)
Evangelistic crafts
Children’s version of JESUS Film
Face painting
Games for adults and children, including corn hole,
horseshoes, hula hoops, spoon races, water balloons, giant
Jenga, checkers, etc.
Food: hot dogs, chips, cookies, popcorn, cotton candy,
bottled water
Volunteers: You are needed to represent Jesus to our community
during this event. Please sign up in the worship center lobby to
help impact our community for Christ.
Donations toward the food costs would be greatly appreciated. Donors are ready to match first
$150 given. Mark your gift “Community Easter Event.”

Future Giving Opportunities
Our mortgage is paid, yet needs remain for future

growth and renovation of our ministries and the property
that serves them. Regular tithes and offering giving has

been negatively impacted by the pandemic. Giving toward
operational needs (ongoing ministry, staffing and
resources, facilities maintenance/repair, etc.) are needed
more than ever! Future growth needs include:
Carpet for the new east entrance and new welcome kiosk
New basketball surface for the gymnasium
Portico over the east entrance
See Pastor Bruce or Pastor Bill for ways you may be able
to invest in the future of WHNaz.

Work & Witness Trip to Dominica Republic
If you like both adventure and the rewards of being

engaged in ministry, then this trip is for you. We need
a minimum of 10 people willing to go to Dominican
Republic this summer, July 26 to August 3. The time
to sign up is short, so please talk with Pastor Bill
Vinson immediately for details and indicate your
interest. Deadline: Easter, April 17.

Offering for Ukraine
This past week, another $1,153 was donated to Nazarene

Compassionate Ministries to help the people of Ukraine. Thank you for
your gifts of love.
[Photo: Ukrainian woman grieving her losses and those of the nation]

Youth Department News
TNT @ TNU Is Finally Here!

TNT @ TNU (Top Nazarene Talent at Trevecca Nazarene University) is

happening now—March 31-April 2. Nazarene youth from across the
Southeast USA are in Nashville for this great event, competing in talent
and sports.
.....Three of our youth qualified at the Florida District TNT to participate
—Ryker Leopard, Kaden Griner, and Trey Hovis. Also Uriyah Greiner is
an observer, and Pastors Bruce and Scott and Melinda Leopard are the
sponsors for this weekend. Please pray for their safety in traveling, for
the youth to do their best in competing, and for God's Spirit to speak to
them during this event.

Upward Sports

Practices began this past week and games start April 9. You are
invited and encouraged to attend and support our young people.
For questions or more information, contact Amanda Burnette at
863-595-7155 or at mandy38@icloud.com.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
Topic: “Wide Angle: Framing Your Worldview,” a video-based
study by Rick Warren and Chuck Colson. They explore such
issues as truth, tolerance, terrorism, reconciliation, and the
purpose of life.
Date: Each Wednesday
Location/Time: Newell Chapel at 5:45 p.m.
Fellowship: First 15 minutes. Study begins at 6:00 p.m.
Facilitators: Pastor Bill Vinson and Louise Woods.

Books: Used books available for $5.00. See Louise.
Everyone is invited to participate in this small group.

Classes for all ages available
Adults
Kingdom Seekers (behind sanctuary platform) 9 a.m.
Cornerstone (Newell Chapel) 9 a.m.
Grass Roots (Kircher Conference Room) 9:15 a.m.
Youth and Children
Youth (upstairs in Discipleship Center) 9:00 a.m.
Children (children's classroom beside offices) 10:30 a.m.

Spark

Spark, ladies' small group, meets each Tuesday
at 9:30 a.m. in the Hermon Conference Room in
the Kirby Family Life Center. The current Bible
study is a video series titled “Follow” by Andy
Stanley. You are encouraged to invite others to
come with you for a time of refreshments,
fellowship, testimonies, and prayer.

Off-Campus Small Groups
Two off-campus (not at the church) smallgroup Bible studies are available during the
week.

Women’s Bible Study: Meets each Tuesday
afternoon at 1:00 p.m. at the home of the
facilitator, Louise Woods, at 614 Crystal’s
Blvd., Winter Haven. Their current study is
“Wide Angle; Framing Your Worldview” by Rick Warren and Charles Colson.

Men’s Bible Study: Meets each Thursday morning at 8:00 a.m. at 5494 E. Lake Fox Dr., Winter
Haven. Facilitated by Gary Roth, the men have a thorough study and discussion of books of the
Bible. At the present time they are in the Book of Genesis.

Naz Thrift Shop
March Specials
Mar. 31-Apr. 2: all books BOGO
Apr. 1: April Fool's Day. 50% off everything
Apr. 7-9: 50% off purses
Apr. 14-16: 50% off Easter items
Apr. 21-23: 75% off Easter items
Apr. 28-30: 50% off pictures, mirrors, and lamps

Volunteers Needed
Won’t you consider volunteering at the thrift shop a couple of hours
a week, such as Robert [photo]? Yes, God can use you.

Church Activity Calendar
*Articles in this bulletin

March 31—April 2
April 6, Wednesday, 10:00 a.m.
April 15, Friday, Time TBA
April 16, Saturday, 3:00-6:00 p.m.
April 17, Easter Sunday, 10:30 a.m.
April 22-23, Friday-Saturday
April 28, Thursday, 11:30 am
July 26--August 3

*TNT @ TNU (Top Nazarene Talent)
*Blessings Bunch
..Good Friday Observance
*Community Easter Event
*Combined service with Centro de Adoracion
*Florida District Advance/Assembly
..Prime Time lunch
*Missions Trip to Dominican Republic

Children's Ministry
Children do not meet on Sunday during the 9:00 hour except on
special occasions. They meet at 10:30 a.m. in children's classroom
beside the offices. Amanda Burnette is in charge of this ministry.

Adult Sunday School Lesson Online
Online Sunday School Option

Bible teacher Charles Davis provides a

weekly adult Sunday school lesson online
for those who cannot attend in person. It
can be viewed anytime during the week
at your convenience. Access it on
YouTube at the link below. Go to YouTube
and search for "Charles Davis Sunday
School."
The lesson for this week, "Confidence for Living and Dying" Click on the link below:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKWyvM4VjVM

Ongoing Online Worship
If you cannot attend in person, please connect with us online.

We continue to meet for worship

services by observing
recommendations in regards to
physical distancing, masking,
sanitizing, etc. So, we would love to
have you attend. However, if you
cannot be with us in person, please
connect online with us every Sunday
morning as we "Worship through the Word."
.....Even when we are not all meeting in person, please encourage each other. Reflect on this scripture:
"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up

meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another" (Hebrews 10:24-25,
NIV).
1) Go to our website www.whnaz.org to watch live or to access past services. Look for our channel on
the BoxCast app on Roku and Apple TV.
2) On YouTube, go to www.youtube.com/channel/UC7zm7jWp_yjCVka8hotHbig to watch any service AD
FREE, with or without an account. If you have an account, please click the "Subscribe" button.

3) On Facebook, go to www.facebook.com/pg/WinterHavenNaz/videos for live or most recent services.
Log in and "Like" our site, and our news and worship services will come up on your personal news feed.
Let's connect together!
—Pastor Bruce

3 Ways to Give to Your Church
At Church
At Sunday worship, place your offering in
plates on tables at the back of the
sanctuary by each entrance.
Bring your offering to the Church office,
235 Avenue F SW, Winter Haven. Hours
Open Tu-Fr, 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
NOTE: If you come to the office and it is
closed, drop your offering in the secure
mailbox on the south side of the
Discipleship Center.

Online
Go to www.whnaz.org
Click "Give Online" in the large box on the right.
Call (863) 293-0690 if you need assistance. We are happy to help.

Regular Mail: New Address
Mail to 235 Avenue F SW, Winter Haven, FL 33880.

Our Stewardship

at Winter Haven First

2021-2022 Giving Report for March 27
Tithes and Offerings Received

$..7,556

Faith Promise/Missions Giving Received

$..1,299

Designated Giving Received

$.....151

Tithes and Offerings Received for the Month

Tithes and Offerings Received in 2021-22 Church Year

$30,134
$30,134

Praying for Our
Church Family

Health Concerns
Woody O'Dell
Debbie Stewart
Ed Yeager
Virginia Jimenez
Jerry Fuller
Jay Weitz
Barbara Heckathorn
Jan Smith
Brenda Richmond

Extended Family
Larry and Ruthie Dunlap (hospitalized)
Christy Lee (C. Hatton's friend; cancer)
Rhonda Stevens (Minton's daughter)
Matthew (son of Carol and David Steele;
leukemia)

Herb and Ruth Durr
Efton Elliot (Parkinson's)
Linda Smith (Jan Smith's sister-in-law;
cancer)

Earl Rash
Blanche Gressett
George Gressett
Larry Custer

Shut-ins/Homebound
Ardella Beam
JoAnne Bear
David and Betty Granger
Richard and Judy Holland
Annie M. Jones
Jim and Shirley Kindel
Mike Osborn
Kathy Philbrick
Faith Winchester

Assisted Living/Nursing
Homes
David Hannan (Grace Rehab, Lake
Wales)

Kathy Lyons (Palm Garden of WH)
Evelyn McTeer (Spring Haven
Retirement)

Praying for
Missionaries
and
Missions Needs

 red Bright (friend of Townsleys; heart
F
transplant)
Paul Ray (Barb Graham's brother;
Parkinson's)
Graham (Gressetts' great-grandson)

Miscellaneous
People represented by the names
and/or initials on the "Prodigal
Painting" in the prayer chapel.

Ukraine (Missions Country of the
Month)

Continue to intercede for peace and the end to

the war. Pray for the hundreds of orphans who
are living in orphanages or on the streets, that
God will protect them and provide the resources
for their care. Pray for Sean Johnson, a Nazarene
from the USA, who established three homes for
orphans called “Houses of James” in Vinnitsia.
Currently, he is living with his Ukrainian wife as refugees in Poland, still providing for the children
in these three homes. Also, pray for his wife’s parents who are in Mariupol and unable to escape
due to the ongoing siege of that city.

Angola (Africa)

Pray for missionaries Socorro and Sara Fontes. Socorro serves

in church growth and development and in ministerial training.
Sara’s roles include Nazarene Compassionate Ministries,
women’s ministries, and child sponsorship. Originally from Cape
Verde, the Fontes have been missionaries for four years.
(Note: The Fontes are one of 13 couples who were
commissioned as global missionaries at the meeting of the
General Board in February 2022 .)

Romania

Pray for missionary Casey Bloom and others who are helping to

relocate refugees from Ukraine in Romania. The Blessings Church of the
Nazarene has been a location where refugees stay one, two, or as many
nights as needed. Laypeople are providing transportation, meals,
medical supplies, phone cards, hugs, and emotional support. They are
truly being the hands of Christ, serving people who desperately need
help and love.

Winter Haven Naz Work & Witness Trip

By Easter, April 17, we need at least 10 people to make firm

commitments to join the team going to the Dominican Republic from July
26–August 3. Please pray for God to work out the details for this trip.
Pray especially for Pastor Bill as he coordinates this project for our
church. Above all, pray for God’s will to be done regarding this longanticipated trip. If you are interested in participating, please contact
Pastor Bill immediately.

A Bit of Wit
A weekly joke, cartoon, meme, story, or thought
to elicit a chuckle or two, engender an inspiring moment,
or provide a pithy point to ponder.

Yep, lots of humor in the story of Noah and the
big boat!

Ministerial
and

Support Staff

Dr. Bruce Oldham, Lead Pastor (740-398-3818)
Email: boldham56naz@gmail.com
Rev. Bill Vinson, Associate Pastor (336-263-7750)
Rev. Tom Whitesides, HIS Mission Pastor (863-412-6179)
Rev. Scott Oldham, Youth and Music Pastor (740-398-9492)
Jean Yongue, Finance Secretary (863-293-0690)
Jan Vinson, Office Administrator (614-800-6638)
Richard Shannon, Facilities Manager/Custodian (863-521-6761)
Wes Eby, Editor (863-221-4018)

Visit Our Website
www.whnaz.org

Church Number
863-293-0690

Wi-Fi: Guest 2.4g
Password: guest240g

Email
winterhavennaz@gmail.com
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