
Advance Bulletin
for Sunday, September 25, 2022

Our Vision

We are a community of faith,
connecting our world
to the love of Christ

one person at a time.

Retirement of Lead Pastor Bruce Oldham
Dr. Oldham read this statement at the end

 of Celebration Worship on September 18, 2022

September 14, 2022

My Partners in Ministry at Winter Haven First Church of the Nazarene:



.....It has been an honor to serve as your lead pastor at Winter Haven First Church of the Nazarene
since May 5, 2019. I have enjoyed getting reacquainted with those whom I knew during my time
on pastoral staff in the 1980s, as well as making new friendships with many who joined this
congregation in the years that followed. I have appreciated the opportunity to lead you during
these 40 months, as we laid the groundwork for a new vision, core values, and ministry priorities;
labored through a pandemic; sold property enabling us to pay off longstanding mortgage debt; and
began the process of looking ahead to new strategies and initiatives to make Christlike disciples in
the Winter Haven and eastern Polk County area.
.....With my 66th birthday behind me, for most a customary age for retirement from full-time
service, and considering the various needs of the church which must be addressed as you move
into God’s future, it is my decision to announce to you my retirement from full-time pastoral
ministry, effective at the end of the day on November 13, 2022 (time added for unused vacation
will extend my paid tenure through November 27, 2022). Our pastoral team is ready to follow
Manual provisions regarding transition of the lead pastor, and I trust that you will approach their
situation with utmost care and the best possible arrangements for them and for their families in
the days ahead.
.....Blessings on each of you as this great church moves ahead in ministry!
 

Sincerely,
Bruce Oldham, Ed.D.
Lead Pastor

Transition Timeline and Information
 

November 13, 2022, date of Dr. Oldham’s retirement
November 13, 2022, retirement celebration for the Oldhams
November 20, 2022, church board meeting with District Superintendent Dale Schaeffer
The church board will serve as the pastoral search committee, working with the district
superintendent.
The church board has approved that the current associate pastoral staff be retained until the
new pastor comes.

August-September Preaching Series:
“Identity, Inclusion, and the Apostle Paul”

We complete our preaching series from Galatians and
Colossians this Sunday, with a resounding question from the
Apostle Paul in Colossians 2 that bookends our first sermon
in the series from Galatians 1: “Who are you in Christ?” Just



as the church in Galatia struggled with its identity apart
from their roots in Judaism, the young church in Colossae
wrestled with the pagan culture around it and the influence
of forces that seemed spiritual, but were “a shadow of
things to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.” . . .
So “why, as though you still belonged to the world, do you
submit to its rules?” (Col. 2:17, 20) What are the forces in
our world today that have an appearance of wisdom (2:23)
but detract from our true identity in Christ?
.....Pastor Scott will take on this challenging passage and its
implications for the church today, as we respond to the call
to base our life on Christ Alone!

Missionaries John and Vicki Moore

veteran missionaries John and Vicki Moore will be our guests
next Sunday, October 2, to speak during our 10:30 worship.
.....John has served in both the Eurasia and Asia-Pacific Regions.
Currently, his global assignment is the orientation and
development of 35 field coordinators of Global Missions, putting
him in touch with what is happening in the global Church of the
Nazarene on a regular basis.
.....Vicki views her primary place of service as the home with
their four children. As a teacher, their missionary career has
giving her opportunity to teach in many countries other than the
USA.

"Back Stage" Membership Classes Ahead

A two-week class for those interested in Membership in our local
church is scheduled for those interested in Membership in our local
church for those who attend Celebration Worship is scheduled for
October 9 and 16, with new members being received on October 23
during the 10:30 a.m. service.
.....Come join the Winter Haven Nazarene team with “full access” to
ministry and service within our congregation and into our



community. Let the church office or one of our pastoral staff know
as soon as possible if you are interested!

October-November Preaching/Bible Study Series:
“Praying with Jesus”

It's short, simple, and familiar . . . and yet, followers of Jesus have joined
Him in this prayer that He taught His disciples for centuries. Why should
we keep praying it? And what are we actually asking for when we pray it
together? In his book Praying with Jesus, Dr. Michael Lodahl (professor of
theology at Point Loma Nazarene University) breaks down what we call
“The Lord’s Prayer” line-by-line, infusing fresh meaning into these ancient
words. This biblical/theological background and cultural context can
breathe new life into our understanding of this well-known prayer.
.....Join us in Celebration Worship at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays from October
9—November 20 and during the Truth Seekers Bible study at 5:45 p.m. on
Wednesdays starting October 12 for this in-depth look at what this
wonderful prayer tells us about prayer.
.....Dr. Lodahl’s book is available in the lobby starting September 25 for

only $7.00 (the regular price is $11.99); get yours while they last and enrich your time with Jesus,
as we together take the adventure of Praying with Jesus!  

Donation Station

Please take a moment and stop by the new “Donation
Station” in the Worship Center lobby beside the door to the
church offices. This is a place to check on information about



various opportunities for giving. It is a drop-off point for
donations to various projects, such as candy for the upcoming
Trunk or Treat. You may also pick up an Alabaster box for
contributing to this missions offering next year.

Prime Time Lunch in September

Hello, September! Happy Fall, Y'all! 
.....We will celebrate September with our $5 lunch of chicken pot pie
and cobbler on Thursday, September 29, at 11:30 a.m. As our
outreach activity this month, we will prepare gratitude jars to share
with Blessings Bunch recipients. Sign up at the activities kiosk or
Connection Café this Sunday. Plan to bring a friend!

Pastor and Staff Appreciation Day

October 9, 2022, is our Pastor and Staff
Appreciation Day. Let’s express thanks to our
pastors and staff for their ministry to and among us
for all they do for 12 months. This is the day to let
them know that we love and support them.
.....A basket will be in the Worship Center north
lobby on October 9 for collecting cards, notes, and
letters. There will be a fellowship time in the lobby
during the Sunday school hour, 9:00 to 10:15 a.m.,
with continental breakfast items.



.....There is a sign-up sheet for various food items needed for the fellowship time. If you are willing
to help, please sign up.

Check Out These Small Groups

Spark
This ladies’ small group, known as Spark, resumed weekly
meetings on Tuesday, September 13, at 9:30 a.m. They enjoy
meeting for refreshments and fellowship, followed by prayer
time and Bible study. They are beginning a new study titled

“Take Courage” by Jennifer Rothschild. All ladies are cordially invited to attend. Why not bring a
neighbor with you?

Truth Seekers
Coming October 12, “Praying with Jesus: Meditations on the Lord’s Prayer,”
a follow-up of the sermon series in Celebration Worship on Sunday. A book is
available for $7.
.....This small group meets each Wednesday evening at 5:45 p.m. in the
Newell Chapel for Bible study, fellowship, and snacks. The facilitators, Louise
Woods and Pastor Bill, invite men and women of all ages to attend.

Alabaster Offering Update
$447 so far.

You can still donate to this important offering.
 Won't you give something?

Pick up an Alabaster box at the Donation Station.

Youth Ministry



Youth Tubing @ Rock Springs
Monday, October 10 (Columbus Day). Bring swimming/tubing gear,
change of clothes, and a sack lunch. Be prepared to leave early. Adult
drivers and chaperones wanted.
Open Gym Nights
Now on Tuesday evening from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. for ages 15 and up.
Contact Pastor Scott with any questions.

Nazarene Youth Conference (NYC) 2023
Registration is now live and online. This once-in-a-life event is open to
students (graduating high school between 2023-27, and sponsors ages
23 and up). The deadline to register and pay the required deposit is
September 30.
.....The website link to sign up is on the youth group Facebook page.
Keep checking online and in the bulletins for more details. Contact
Pastor Scott with any questions, especially if you want to sponsor a
teen!

 

Trunk or Treat

Candy Donations Needed
 

Please bring candy for our “Trunk or Treat” outreach and
place in the container on the Donation Station. Also, plan to
come, join the fun, decorate your trunk, help distribute candy,
and make friends with the people in our community. Help us
share the love of Jesus with others with our smiles and
greetings—and candy!
 



Off-Campus Bible Studies

Women’s Bible Study. Tuesday afternoon at
1:00 p.m. at Louise Woods’ home, 614 Crystal’s
Blvd., WH. Topic starting October 11: “You Are
Never Alone: Trust in the Miracle of God's
Presence and Power" by Max Lucado. Call Louise
for information at 863-224-1402.

https://www.google.com/maps/search/614+Crystal%E2%80%99s+Blvd?entry=gmail&source=g

